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trains, the safety on planes, we should 
not make it easier for the terrorists to 
be able to get these guns, whether it is 
at a gun show or a gun store. They can 
get false I.D. We know that. Why would 
we give them this opportunity to make 
it easier for them? 

Again, it comes down to this. Why 
did we pass an assault weapons ban 10 
years ago? Because these guns were 
used rampantly to kill so many of our 
police officers. That is why we passed 
the bill. Why should we go back 10 
years? We know it works. I happen to 
think we should make the bill strong-
er. I think it should be made perma-
nent so we are not having this debate 
every 10 years. 

I happen to think that gun manufac-
turers have a responsibility to not 
make copycats of these assault weap-
ons, which they have been doing. Think 
about the D.C. snipers. That was a 
knock-off of that type of gun. I ask the 
American people, Mr. Speaker, to have 
their voices heard. We can do this, but 
we need your help. 

f 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Oregon (Mr. DEFAZIO) is 
recognized for 5 minutes. 

(Mr. DEFAZIO addressed the House. 
His remarks will appear hereafter in 
the Extensions of Remarks.) 

f 

FALLEN FIREFIGHTER, 14-YEAR 
OLD CHRISTOPHER KANGAS, DE-
NIED BENEFITS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Pennsylvania (Mr. 
WELDON) is recognized for 5 minutes. 

Mr. WELDON of Pennsylvania. Mr. 
Speaker, sometimes the bureaucrats in 
this city just do not get it. Before com-
ing to Congress, Mr. Speaker, I was an 
educator, but I was also a volunteer 
firefighter and a fire chief in my home 
State of Pennsylvania. There are 32,000 
fire departments across this country, 
and 85 percent of them are volunteers. 
There are 1.2 million men and women 
each year who risk their lives to pro-
tect the properties in their towns and 
that of their neighbors from the rav-
ages of fire. Each year, 100 of them are 
killed in the line of duty, most of them 
volunteers. 

Mr. Speaker, the Congress estab-
lished a Public Safety Officers’ Bene-
fits Act for these brave heroes years 
ago. In establishing this program, the 
Federal Government did not set any 
age limitations. Rather, the Federal 
Government said where a firefighter is 
recognized by his or her State, that 
firefighter is eligible for public safety 
officer benefits. 

In some States, the age for fire-
fighters is 18. In other States, it is 16. 
In others, it is 14. In my State of Penn-
sylvania, where we have 2,600 fire de-
partments, you can be 14 years of age 
to be a firefighter, a recognized fire-
fighter in a local fire department. 

There are certain rules on what kind of 
work you can perform at the scene of a 
fire, but you are a legitimate fire-
fighter, and, therefore, you are eligible 
for Federal public safety officer bene-
fits. 

On May 4, 2002, Mr. Speaker, 14-year- 
old Christopher Kangas was killed re-
sponding to a fire in Brookhaven Bor-
ough, Delaware County, Pennsylvania. 
His bicycle was run over by a vehicle, 
and he was killed at the scene, one 
block from the firehouse. He was a reg-
ular firefighter. He had trained, he 
knew what he could do and what he 
could not do at the scene, and he was 
recognized by the Borough of 
Brookhaven and by the Commonwealth 
of Pennsylvania as a firefighter. 

When he passed away, and they gave 
full honors to him, the Borough of 
Brookhaven provided the full benefits 
to his family as a fallen firefighter. 
The Commonwealth of Pennsylvania 
recognized Chris Kangas as a fallen 
firefighter and gave him full honors. 

Mr. Speaker, the representative of 
the President of the United States to 
the Fire Service, the U.S. Fire Admin-
istrator Dave Paulison, sent a letter of 
condolence to the family, recognizing 
Chris Kangas as a firefighter. But the 
bureaucrats over at the Department of 
Justice who administer a program that 
Congress enacted ruled now for the sec-
ond time that Chris Kangas was not a 
firefighter. The bureaucrats in Wash-
ington determined that he could not be 
a firefighter, even though the Common-
wealth of Pennsylvania and the 
Brookhaven Fire Department legally 
maintained Chris Kangas on their rolls. 

Mr. Speaker, this is outrageous. Re-
gardless of age, Chris Kangas was a 
firefighter; and he was killed in the 
line of duty. No bureaucracy, no bu-
reaucrat in the Department of Justice 
should be able to determine who is a 
firefighter. We have had firefighters 
who were in their 60s and 70s directing 
traffic at a fire scene and were killed 
and were recognized by the Federal 
Government’s Department of Justice 
as a fallen firefighter. So a 70-year-old 
can be a firefighter but a 14-year-old 
recognized by a legitimate State au-
thority cannot. 

Mr. Speaker, this is outrageous. It is 
appalling. It is a disservice to every 
volunteer in America. Those one mil-
lion volunteers out there are joining 
with me in demanding that Congress 
change this terrible action by the De-
partment of Justice. 

Therefore, today I have introduced 
legislation, H.R. 4472, cosponsored by 
all the cochairs of the Congressional 
Fire and EMS Caucus, the gentleman 
from Maryland (Mr. HOYER), the gen-
tleman from New York (Mr. BOEH-
LERT), the gentleman from New Jersey 
(Mr. ANDREWS), the gentleman from 
New Jersey (Mr. PASCRELL), and the 
gentleman from Michigan (Mr. SMITH). 
We are calling for the immediate defi-
nitional change so that everyone un-
derstands a firefighter in a State, de-
termined by that State’s laws, is a fire-

fighter under the guidance of Federal 
regulations for death benefits. 

No bureaucrat in Washington should 
be allowed to make that decision. It is 
a slap in the face to the Kangas family 
and to every firefighter across Amer-
ica. I urge the White House to join with 
us in asking for the courts to move in 
on this in an appeal, but I ask my col-
leagues to cosponsor H.R. 4472 to cor-
rect this gross action so that Chris 
Kangas’ name can be added to the Na-
tional Fallen Firefighters Memorial at 
Emmitsburg, to be recognized for the 
American hero that he was and that he 
is. 

Mr. Speaker, I submit herewith for 
the RECORD an op-ed that I produced on 
this story. 

On May 4, 2002, Christopher Kangas, a 14- 
year-old junior firefighter with the 
Brookhaven Fire Department, was struck by 
a car and killed while riding his bicycle in 
response to a fire emergency. Christopher’s 
death struck a devastating blow to the 
Kangas family, the Brookhaven Fire Depart-
ment and the local community. His death 
was a horrendous tragedy and marked the 
loss of a true local hero. 

Make no mistake—regardless of his age 
Christopher Kangas was a firefighter killed 
in the line of duty. As a member of Congress 
with direct legislative oversight on home-
land security and first responder issues for 18 
years, founder of the Congressional Fire and 
EMS Caucus, a former junior member of my 
local department and former volunteer fire 
chief, it is my professional and expert opin-
ion that Christopher Kangas met every con-
ceivable definition of a firefighter. I am not 
alone in that opinion—The Brookhaven Fire 
Department, Brookhaven Fire Chief Rob 
Montella, Brookhaven Borough and the Com-
monwealth of Pennsylvania all agree. The 
Commonwealth of Pennsylvania and the Bor-
ough of Brookhaven awarded the deceased 
public safety officer benefits to the Kangas 
family, recognizing his death as occurring in 
the line of duty as an official member of the 
fire department. 

This week, the Kangas family, the 
Brookhaven Fire Department, the local com-
munity and firefighters across the country 
suffered a second devastating blow when the 
Department of Justice (DOJ) announced its 
ruling denying Christopher Kangas full fire-
fighter status under the Public Safety Offi-
cers’ Benefits Act (PSOB). As a result, his 
family will not receive a $267,000 line-of-duty 
benefit. Even more damaging than the loss of 
monetary benefit is the fact that Chris-
topher will not take his rightful place at the 
National Fallen Firefighters Memorial in 
Emmitsburg, Maryland, along side his fellow 
fallen heroes. Inexplicably, the DOJ deter-
mined that Christopher was not a ‘‘public 
safety officer’’ under the PSOB Act. In so 
ruling, the DOJ not only ignored the facts, 
but also the letter and spirit of the law. 

When Congress passed the PSOB Act, it in-
tended to provide benefits to any firefighter 
serving as an officially recognized member of 
a legally organized fire department. There is 
no question that the Brookhaven Fire De-
partment is a legally organized department 
and that they officially recognized Chris-
topher as a firefighter. With its ruling, the 
DOJ is inappropriately rewriting the law and 
narrowing the definition of firefighter to ex-
clude individuals based on age. 

The Act does not contain a single require-
ment based on age or the type of activities 
that must be met to entitle an individual to 
benefits. The Act clearly and simply states 
that an officially recognized firefighter 
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